An Advertiſement to the Reader. 


VE beleive you beve heard of the Impriſonment of Mr. 


Edmund Calamy 5 as alſo f the- matter of fa@,viz.. 


.*For preaching ; being diſ-inebed t 


ereunto for his Non-con: 


formily tothe preſent ſtate of affairs in the Church of Eng- | 


land: Afany (weheve beard.) do blame him for his impru- 
dency, in ating againſt a known Law, but Nemo omnibus 
horisſapit ; yet we are bold to ſay: he is the more excuſable, 
foraſmuch as it was in atime of need; Do you not know 
whatDaviddid when he was an hungred, and thoſe that 
were with him, Matth. 12. 3, 4, &c. It is wel/ known Mr. 
Calamy went to Church with no intextiou to preach, but to 
hear, but the Miniſter that was expe&ed. failing, Mr.Calamy 
being preſent was entreated and excouraged by ſome eminent 
perſons there to perform the Work; who preſently anſwered 
#heir deſire, and it may be that Scripture was urgent, i Cor. 
9.16, &c. $0 that be preached mot as Curate or Lecturer, 
but only occaſionally, and that not in contewpt of Amthority, 
We ſuppoſeyon are deferons wo the Sermon, we have there- 
fore gratified your deſire, and aſſure youthat this is printed 
wot to prejudice the Preacher, but to benefit the Reader. Ine 
pute the Errate's to the Publiſher. . Farewel. | 
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1 SAM. 441 3- 


4nd when be came, Io Eli ſate uton « ſeat by the 
y » ' way fade, waiching, far his heart trembled 
for fear of the Ark of God 


| 4, 7 Hat you may thebetter underfland this Text, 
wot SE 1 you mnſt knowgthat what ever God chreat- 


| 1 / & Bs  encdagainſt old £/z,inthe (econdand third 
_ 

| 

| 


| Chapters, it was becauſe he did not reſtrain 
9 (=X/| his ewo wicked Sons from their leud 
| REES] courſes, and is hereexecuted in this fourth 
Chapter 3 and therefore we read in thebeginning of the 
| | per, that four thouſand of the Childrenof 7ſreel were 
| | ain by.the Philiflines ; and the Elders of Iſrael met toge- 
| ther to-conſider what they mighc do to repair this great 

| Joſs; they: confe(s. that it was the Lord that had ſirten 
them; berefore bath the a ws ? But they TO 


2) 

Iy imagined that the way A repair the loſs, would be by 
fetching the Ark from Fhilee, and carry itinto the battel ; 
whereuponthey appointed Hophni and Phiness to take the 
Ark of the C:Mvenant, and carry it into the battel, thereby 
imagining, that the preſence of the Ark would ſecure, 
chem from ruine : But herein they were miſerably miſta- 
ken ; for the reaſon why they were (mitten., was not be- 
caule the Ark was in the Camp. , but becauſe iin was in the 
Camp ; foras Azguſtine obſerves, The Ark wherein the 
two Tables were, would not protect thoſe that had 
broken the two Tables; the Ark of the Covenant wenld 
not preſerve thoſe that had broken their Covenant with 
God; therefore notwithſtanding thepreſence of the Ark, 
there were thirty thouſand of the Children of 7ſrael flain. 
in the battel , and Hopbni and Phineas Chat bore the Ark, 
were ſlain , and the Ark it ſelf was taken Priſe- 
ner. 

But now [et us confider what old Elz was doing all the 
while the battel was fighting. The good old man was gB. 
years old, hewas notavle ro-go tothe battle; but-he got np= 
on & ſeat by the way fide, near the battel where ic was. 
fought, andchere he lits watching what will become of the 
Ark : AndloFEli ſat upon a ſeat by the way fide , watching ; 
for bis heart trembled for fear of the Ark, of God : For fear 
leſt the Ark of God {hould be taken. He was not treubled 
wit would become of his two Sons , he was not troubled 
what ſhould become of the peopte of Iſrael ;- but all his 
trouble was for the Ark of Gods. be ſat by the way ſide 
watching, for his heart trembled for the Arkof Ged., 

In the words we have threeparts,*/ © - SG] 

'' I. Wehave old Els. folicitouſneſs'concerning the Ark, 

He ſat watching, &c.' i 5 © 22361, 
Þ 5 'His © featfulneſs ;. Old E1: trembled for fear. of the 

3. OI F77*s preferring the ſafety of the Ak befare-the 
faſety of his ewo ſons, znd before the ſafety: of bis :Wite 
and Ghildren ; Old E1; fat watching, for bu beart tremblexd 


for 


- 
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of God. Bat you liGy unto'me , What 'was 
this Ark; this Ark of God ? Why fthonld Old El; tremble 
'forfear of the Ark ?: Why, Twill tell:you 3 This Ark was 
che holieſt of all the things of God z ic was ſo holy, thae 
it madeevery place holy whereitcame: Soloyzmn brought the 
-Daaghter of Pharoah oat of the (ity of David ; wato the 
'Houſetbat be had bwilded for ber; for he ſaid, My. Wife 
faall ns dwell in the! Houſe of ' David King of Iſrael , be- 
cateſe theplaces are holy whereunto the Ark, of the Lord had 
"come, 3 Cor. $. 11. This Ark was the dwelling place of 
God: Pray obſerve irs; this will make way for an excellent 
{difcourfe by and by. This Ark of God was the h'bitacion 
-of God, -Pf 99 1. The Lord fitteth between the Cherubins, 
and they wereplacedover the Ark;this Arkwas the ſpeak- 
-ing place of God, it'was che place where God met tlie peo- 
'ple- of Iſrael when he gave chem anſwer concerningany 

doubr :. They. came to'conlult with God: before the Ark, 
Exod. 25. 21, 22. Tbou ſhalt pet the Mercy-ſeat above the 
"Ark, and there I will meet thee, and Communewith thee from 
above the: Mercy-ſeat , from between the two Chernbins which 
. @rexpon the ark, for the teftimpnyof all things which 1 will 

ive thee in commandment unto the Children of Iſrael. 
Thi Ark for whiclrOtd'Ei was fo ſolicitons, it was Gods 
foorſtoo!;: and all the people of Iſrael did worſhip at this 
Foetftoo], fafl down beforethis footool, pſzl: 99: 5. Ler 
come andfalldown,and worſhip at hisfo>eftool, 3. e. be- 
forethie Ark ; this Ark was the ſtrength. of Iſrael , ſoitis 
called j-P[z:78.'63.: He delivered his ftreagehineo capts- 


"witty: * \\t'cat xs , 'the ' Ark 5 the' Ark: tt was the glory "of 


Iſrae]; and'itwas the firength of :1frael, nay , let me add, 
this Ark wasthe terror of theEnemys of: God; therefore 
when the Ark.came- into- the battel , the Philiftines were 
afratd :; and ſaid ,, what .fliall become of us ? wo to 
us:, for God is! come down into the Camp-,.-1 Sam. 
4-9. For indzed this Ark was'catled Feb5vaby: when 
the Ark was to move:, there was a cry , (Namb. 25.) 
Arife © Lord, and let thine enemies . be. ſcattered. 
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(4) | | 
In-a:word , the Ark was a pledge and. vitible ſymbgle. of 
Godsgracious preſence with his people ; As long ay the; Ark 
was ſafe , thity: wereſafe!3 As long as the "Ark was with 
them , Godspreſence was with them; thre tokens of Gods 
preſence was with them; but when the Ark was taken away, 
that was a ſign that God\ywargone ; his proteCting, preſer- 
ving , comforting prefence' was gone: z and tharefore no 
wonder this good* old-nian” was {o troubled for fear left 


the Ark of God ſhould: be taken Prifoner : I call him - 


a good old man ;; but many learned men think-old £Z1z 
was 19t a good man ;; indeed his fault was: great in not 
puniſhing his two ſons ; 'but ſurely, ſurely he was 2 good 
man ; andtherenre thefe two reaſons:tomake'it ont that 
old El: was a good man. fe aut: 

The oneis this , Thathe took the puniſh ment of his ini- 
quity ſo patiently, when young Same! had told him what 
tie Lord had intended againſt hin: $ -7t: 38, of the Lotd 

(faith he) let him do what ſeemeth him gonad. 
 Secoadly,, He was a good: man 2s: appeareth. in the 
Text, his ſolicitouſnefs what ſhould become of. the Ark, 
miſcarry. - * on 34-59%. 2999 
Now before I ſpeak to the pointof Doftrinci,/T awvſt 
further tellyou , thatthis Ark wass Typ& of Jeſus: Ghrift, 
for as God ſpake by the Ark , and fromthe Ark , 40: 'God 
ſpeaks to us by Chriſt. And then ſecondly the: Ark was a 
typeof the Church of Chriſt ; for'as the Ark was apreſer= 
ver of the two Tables of the Law, ſo the Chnreltrof Elirift 
isapreſerver of che Scriptures; Thirdly , The Ark\was 
a type of the Ordinances of Chriſt ; for as Gidiaghd (colt 
municate himſelf to his peoplebythe Ark ,” fo'God by his 
Ordinances doth:communicate hiscounſels., his comforts 
and his graces unto his people. "The Ordinances of God 
.are Onactlum, the ſpeaking-place of God;by which he con+ 
'veys himſclfeo his people. EE 1 4 
Tone Text now being thus expounded,therearethcſetws 
excellent conchutions to be learned fromit. _ . 
rity 


and the trembling of his ſoul, leſtthe:Ark-of,God-thould * 
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'__ Firſt, When the Ark WoL; is in danger to be loft, the 

people of Ged have thoughtfirl heads -, and crembling 
© Secondly, That a child of. God is more troubled, and 
more ſolicitous what ſhaſl become of the Ark, than what 
ſhall become of his wife and children, or his eſtate; he lays 
moreto heart the danger the Ark of God is in, than the 
danger his wife, children, and eſtate'is in, Re id - 


- Firſt, When che Ark of God is.in 'danget to be.lof, 


- the people of God have. choughtful, heads, and trenibling 


hearts. | | | 
Bue if I may put this Do&Erine into a Goſpel-drels, take 
the Dodtrine thus: That when the Goſpel is in danger 
of Joling, when the Miniſtry 1s in danger of lofing, when 
Goſpel-Ordinances are in danger: of being loſt, then the 
peopleof God havetrembling hearts, and careful and (o- 
hcitous heads. 1 do not fay when the Ark is 19ſt, for that 


- was death to old E/z, he broke his neck, -he was ſo trou- 


bled when the Ark was loſt ; 'ir coſt rhe life ,of old Z!7s 
daughter, Phinex wife'; when the Ark was caken priſon- 
er, the took no comfortin her child that wasnewly born, 
ſhe regarded 1t not; they to]d her a man-chil4 was born, 
that we had a fon, but ſhe regarded it not ; for, ſaid ſhe, 


| The Glory is gone, the glory is departed from Iſraet. There- 


fore 1-donot ſay, when the Ark of Gol is loſt, but when 
ir is*in'danger-of Tfofing ; when the Goſpel. is in dan- 
ger, andthe Ordinances of God in danger of being loft, 
then the people of God have trembling hearts an4 ,care- 
fal heads. ' | ES 

Thus we read, Exod, 33. 3- God: threatens he would 
riotigo with the 'people, of Iſrael ; I will not go with you, 


for you area ſtiff-neckgd people 3 andthey were ſo troubled for 


che loſs of Gods preſence, that they put off their ornamenrs, 

When the geople of God heard this evil tidings, that they ſho 4 

loſe the preſence of God, they mourned, and no man put on. his or 

naments. You ſhall read that they were without the pre. 

ſence of: God- twenty years, 1 Sam, 7. 2. - And it came gg 
5% B 


paſs, 


| (5) 
p4ſs » that While the Ark, aboad in Kirajah jeriw y e it 
Was long » for it Was twenty years; and all the Houſe 
Tf; al lamented ef ter the Lord , that is, after the Ark, after 
the preſence of God ſpeaking from above the Ark.$o you 
read of Vriab; when David would fain have had him gone 
down to his houſe, and make merry, bur mark what Uriab 
anſwered , 2 Sam. 11.11. The Ark,, and lſracl avd Judah 
abide in Fents, (markitl pray) and my Lord knoweth the 
Servants of the Lord are inthe camp inthe open field 3 eAnd 
foall I go down to my Houſe to eat and drink, and tolyje with 
*) wife ? as Thag liveſt + and as thy ſoul liveth , I will net 
do this thing. We read alfo- of Elias, that he was very 
zealous for the Lord of Hoſts, 1 King 19. 10- The Chil- 
dren of- Iſrael baye forfaken their Covenant, they have 
thrown down thine Alters, and flain chy Prophets , and 1 
am very zealous | 

Now all this proves, that when the Ark of God is in 
danger, the people of God have very much ctrembled ; and 
there are theſe reaſons for it why the 'people of God are 
ſo much troubled when the Ark of God is in danger. 

Firſt , Becauſe of the love chat they bear to che Ark of 
God; as God loveth the aces of Sion more.then all the 
dwellings of Facob ; .ſo the people of God they love the 
Miniſtry and che faithful. Minifters. of. Jeſus Chriſt above 
all other thingsin the World; and therefore ſaith, David. 
{ P/al.26-8.) 0 Lord, Thave loved the habitation of thy houſe, 
and the place where thine honour dwclleth, and in P[al, 27, 4. 
One thing have 1 deſired of the Lord', that will I ſeek, after, 
that T may dwell iz the honſc ef thel ord all the days of py life. 
Now you know love ſtirreth up affeRtion. You have heard 
me tdll-the ſtory of Cra/us » who. when he ſaw his father 
_ co be killed , though he never ſpake alt his life time, 
yet the very love that hedid bear to his Father , burſt the 
firings of his rongue, ard hecryed out, ©. ki/h. vor my Fo- | 
ther, kill net myFather.: Such is thelove that the Saints of 
God have tothe Ark of God-, that it muft break forth, 
and they cannotbe ſilent, that they cannot but Pugs 

50 or 
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for fear the Ark ſhould ae? ». For $;ons.lake they, pads Ik 
not hotd their peace, and Py. ken of Bug ſake they.cannor FL 
reſt tilltheLord make therightequs thereof to gofarth as _—_ 
_ , and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that. bur- $4 

, netnh. | TE ot Lerrne ne Gevh tot W221 
_ _ Secondly, Thepeople of God cannox but be.troybled. | ERS; 
when the Ark is in danger,becauſe of the intereſt that they. {BS 
< © bavein the Ark of God; Now yqu knowintereſk ſtretch up B- 
, affe&tion ; when a mans own houſe js on fire ,.az you haye. ys * 
had a fad and lamentable accident much.cobe laid egheart, bd. 3 
that hapened yeſterday morning, a,very ſad accident, and LE 
ſich as I ſuppoſe; if che Miniſter that was appointed to F.+-2 

Preach, had been here ., he would, have ſtudied fro, have l, 
affeted your hearts wich that providence, and indeed it.is_ %..=3 
not to be forgotten ;, How ſuddenſy.may, weafter we have | E 
been feaſting,be burne to, aſhes?truly it was a very ſad pros . | 

vidence, and ought to be laid ro heart, Now intereſt as 1 ( 


ſaid,ſtirs up affetion;how arethey affeRed that have anin- 
tereſtin thoſe that, were burned!bow arerhey afflitedwith,. 
that ſad providence!Why now the people ot-God -have an. jt 
- ' « " intereſt in God:God is the Heaven of a child of God,Godis 
| theportion and inheritance of his people; and: when he 
begins to forſake them, they cannot but grieve.and beat- 
feed; and ſo the Ordinances of God they are the jewels, 
the Treaſures of Chriſtian,and he cannor{bat be troubled - 
for; fear of loſing the Ordinances. . Jeſus, Chriſt is the.-/ 
joy of a. Chriflian , and. when. he is departing from | 
them, they cannot go and be merry -at ſuch a 
time. 7 | ea oo gut hl PNAS IRA 
Thirdly, The people of God cannot bur tremble when 
. the Arkof God is in danger, becauſe of the miſchiefs thas: ; 
are coming upon a Nation, when the Ark of 'God jg. loſt:y--. 
Wobeto that Nation whentheArk of God is. gone:from - 
it. The Trojans had the Image of Pallas , andthey bad 8 
eradition,thatas long as that lmage was, preſerved among. 
vhem, their City ſhould, never:/be,conguered ; 'and: theres: 
fore they kept it in a Tower, and calledit Palladium: _ 
: B 3 the 
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the Rewans had a Buckler, &# they called it An/choms and 
they hada tradition, that as long as that BuckJer was kept. 


ſafe, Rowe fhrould 'neverbe taken ; andthey ſaid that Buck-.. 


lercaine down from Heaven. But ſure 1 am, when God is 
preſent'with a Nation'to prote&chem, where the Goſpel is. 
preſerved in, purity in a Nation, that Nation-cannort but be 
ſafe; but'whenthe Ark of Sodis gone, when the Goſpel is, 
gone, then the Palladinm, then the An/clay, then the ſafe- 
ty of a Nation is gone. My beloved, had I che tongue of. 
Metr or Angels; I was riot able to expreſs the miſery of 8 
Nation where the Ark of God is gone, giveme leave to ſet. 


ic forth briefly a little in a few particuſars, which 1 ſhall but 


juit name. 


Firſt; \V hen the Ark of God is taken, then the ways of. 
S:on mourn, aud none come to her ſolemn aſſemblies 3 chis 
was the complaint made in Layer. 2. 4; The ways of Sion 
worrn, becauſe none come to her ſolemn aſſerblies. And is not , 


this marrer of ſadneſs ? 


Secondly, When the Ark of God is taken, the Miniſters | 
of Chriſt aredriven into corners3 and that is matter of 


heart-trembling. ' 


Thirdly, The fouls of our Wives and Children are in 


danger comiſcarry, when the Ark of God is taken, and the 
Goſpel gone © | E 


Fourthly,Theenemies of God will then be ready.to blaſ- 
phemeand ſay, Where is now-your God? Where is now . 


your Ark? Now the enemies of Gad triumph over: the 
people of God, and as David faith, P/#/. 42. 10. 4s witha 


Sword in my bones ming enemies reproach me daily ,while they - 


gontinually ſay unto me, where 1; naw thy God ? 


Fiftly, When the Ark of God is taken, Jeſus Chriſt is 


then trampled under feet, the Ordinances of God are ſhut 
out of ;]chen Blaſphemy, Atheiſm, and all manner of 


wickedneſs comes in like an armed man. 


Fourthly, Another reaſon why the people of . God muſt 


needs tremble when.che Ark 's in danper,is,becauſe of their 


acceſirineſs in lofingof the Ark':And this was that henoy' 
7! made 
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made 61d £/}o'mnch troubled, becaufe he knew itwas for 
his ſins that the Ark wastaken Priſoner ; and that God ſuf- 
I fered ic to'be taken. away, he knew rhac his not puniſhing 
Þ his two fois was one great caufe of the great laughter that 
3 the people of Iſreal met wichal,;and that made him) to rrem- 
ble. There is no perſon here in this Congregation this 
morning , but lis hearc will cell- him, if ever the Ark of 
God ſhould beloſt in this Nation, that he hathcontributed 
? ſomething towards the joſs cf ic ; I ſay, there are none 3-3 
? of us ſo ho y, but. our conſciences muſt accuſe us, that we f We 
yy have contribuced ſomeching towards theloſs of the Ark, PE 
if icſhovld be ioft;And this Mr, Bradford that bleſſed Mar- 


; tyr acknowledged in his prayer,as you have it recorded in 
Y: the Book of Martyrs. Lord (ſays he ) ic was my unthank- I. 
fulnels thac broughe in Q._AZary's days ; it was my un- | | We. 


fcuicfulneſs that cauſed the untimely death of K.'Edward 
the 6th. And chole Chriſtians chac were baniſhed and fled 
in Q., Mary's days they profeſſed wherever they came, 
that God for their unthankfulaeſs had taken che Goſpel 
from them, We may allof us ſay, For my fins,and for thy 
- finsthe Ark of Godis in danger and thereforewe had need 
always to have trembling hearts, end ſolicitous heads what 
w.libecome of the Ark ot God. And ſo much for the cx- 
plicacion of the DoArine. DEED 
I come now to the aqpraion - ana if it be the proper- 
ty of -a truEchild of God to be ſo (olicirous when the At k 
of Godis imdanger, and'to have ſuch a trembling heart for 
fear the Ark ſhould miſcarry, then *cisa certain ſign there 
are but few that arechildren of God in truth. Oh where is 
che man or woman that is like old £5, that ſers trembling 
for fear af the Ark. ? Tſuppoſe you all believe(and you bave 
cauſe foro do) that my cominghither this morning was aot* 
by way of deſign, but meerly by the providence of God ; 
| and thereforetbat which now I fay, was not premeditated 
F- for this aſſembly. It muſt not bedenied but that the Ark' of 
[ God is in danger to be loſt, and that up6n-this double'ac- 
4 : $25 34 op > Pony TREAT 
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(8) es 
.  Firft,.In.reference to the many ſins that art in the Na- 
bo tion:: Let me rei you, Thereis not oneifin for which God 
.* _ bath taken away the Ark from-any people; but that ſin 
= may he found amongus : Did the-Ghurch of Zpheſas loſe 
rhe Candleſtick becauſe ſhe left her firſt! love. apd bave ? 
not we:dane fo ? Did the Churchof Zaodicrslofſerhe Cans 6 
dleſtick ? You know the Goſpel is called: the Candleſtick ; 
and was not the Goſpel remove from them becauſe of 'itheirr _ | 
lukewarmneſs 3 And are pot we guilty of Jukewarmneſs ? . | 
Did.che peop'e of Ifrael here loſe the Ark becauſe they abs 
a7 horrediche offering of God-? and do nor we do ſo-?- are 
> not the-ſins of the people of-Iſrael among us ? Nay, are 
FY | not the fins of Germany and all other Nations amongus? 
| and .can any man- that-is here before -God:rhis day, that , 
f conſiders the unthankfulneſs » the great prophaneſs that q 

chere is in the Nacion, but-muſt confeſs, Surely the Ark is 

in danger, and God-may juſtly take it.away. -Iwill nor 

make a catalogue of-our'ins, for that isnot my purpoſe ; 

| I might cell you of our Commonwealth fins , drunken- 

; neſs, yncleanneſs, briberyand-opprefhon ; . L mighr tell of 

our SanRuary fins, the prophaning .of Sabbarhs, and fo 

. of all our other ſins of -ynthankfulneſs, unfruifulneſs ; 

you of. this place, Sirs, God may well take the Ark from 

you; and indeed, it was the great reſpe& I had to you of 

this Pariſh, whom'l ſhall ever own, and praiſe God for, as 

long as TI haye breath. in me; ic was'my reſpe& I bear to' 

you, would not. let-me ſend you. home this morningw'th-» 

: outa Sermon. Is there any of you of this Pariſh or'Con-' 
oregation, that can ſay, God: may” not juſtly 'unchurch: —- 
you, andake away this Goſpel from you? You have had:it' 
now.in. my two famous predecefſions,Df. Tayler,DiSrough-' 
ron, and my poor: pains in three or four and. twenty years ' 

\f | among you : Do not your conſciences tell you now, that 
[7 ; God may. juſtly unchurch yon, and take away the power : 
\ | of. the Miniſtry ? for I .count'thar an unchurching, when Y 
= 2 wewant the pawer-of. the Miniſtry, a-ſoul-ſearching Mi-' f 
: iN niſiry, when we want a faithful Miniſter to go beforeus ; | 
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God is in greatdanger of being loſt, _:- _ 


ſay, and that-is che abundance of Popiſh Prieſts and Je- 


. ſuirs+þar are in the midſt of us, the growing arid:encrea« 
: ſing of Popery,andthac proneneſs that is in people torun 
/_ headlongbackagainco the Garlick and. Onions of Zgype : 
| - This argument it is ſufficiear-ro. make us all believe the Ark 
; of God isin danger. Nay, ſhall I add, The diſcontentments 
5 and diviſions thac. are in the Nation ? and Chriſt himſeif 


hath faid, That a Nativn divided angiaft is ſelf cannot ftand. 
; But I leave theſe things.co your conſideration, I believe 


4 confeſs the Ark of God is in dangenof being loſt, But now. 
where are our old E/ies? Whereare ſuch as Phinths wife, 
ſuch women as ſhe, that would not be comforted ? Where 
1 areour Aoſes's, our UVriah's, our Elia%? where arechoſe 

that lay to heart thedanger et the Ark of God ? My: bre- 


- complain of this and: chat civil burther ;3-Bur- where's the 
man, where is. the man that. complains and bem&ans the 
danger that the Arkof God'is in ? Moſtof yon are of Ga/- 
los temper,of whom. it is ſaid, £#-8.that he cared for none 
of thoſe things; had ir- been forcivil'matters,hewonld have 


4 hearkenied; burwhen itcame.romarters.of R:ligion,;Gallzo 

; cared-:not for it, nor-regarded:it not. My-trethren,'evety 

; man is troubled aboutmeam andiuwwm, abour his Civil cone 
 4-. cernments, and very folicitous whar-ſbal\. become of 'him'z 

; but who lays to: heart, who regards what-ſhalEbecome of*- 


the Ark of God ?'there:is a ſtrange kind of indifferency and 

lukewarmneſs upon peopley ſpirits, inſomuch' t hat moſt” 
'  -  peopleſothry nigh have rheir trading andtheir civil bug= © 
7 thens removed;they.care not what becoms of the Ark:there - 


I is2 Text Iwould/bave you turn to, though 1 cannot ſpend*” 
: tithe in/opening it, becauſe Iſhall be prevented 3 it is Hofe7e 
q g: Strangers have devoured his: trength, and he knew it not 3 
jt ea, gre) hatr, are here and there npo't him,and he knows - w_ 
as "a 


5 REES 


£6 a | 
and that's one reaſon why. we may ſafely ſay the Ark of 
Secondly, 1 have another that I may without prejudice 


F now there is not one that hears me:this morning, but will 


; 
| thren, you complain of raxes, ot rhe-decay of tradez/you' 


_ ſignyouhave noloye to the;Golpel- Andthen agam, 


: a3: - | 
Shall I (ay grey hairs -are PB the Goſpel? I come not here 
to Prophefie this. morning z 1. do not lay «the Goſpel is 2 
dying;Þfpy nor'fs ;/buc Tay ic hativ grey hairs-3-for- we 
bavethad the Goſpel above 4 hundred years now-irt England 
(pray-mark) and therefore. it is in its old age-z'and 1 dare 
eballenge any. Scholar to ſhew me any Nation that ever en- 
jJexed the. Goſpel a hnndred years together, exceprtithis Na- 
tion of: Exgland; and we haverenjoyedthe Goſpeliabove an 


 hamdred years':- Therefore 1 may. truly ſay. it hath grey 


bairsafter an hundred years, that is, no wonder grey hairs 
are here.and. there ; yet no. man knows it, no man-regards 
is, and no man lays itto heart. Shali I ſpend a little timeto 
ſhew you whata-fin this is, not to beafteted withthe-dan- 
ger-the Ark) of God'is in? Conltder it in theſe tworparticu- 
HAEAMWORMS T2; 747 rec onde io wg yrs. 
. Firſt, *Tis a ſign you love not che Gofpel, if you have no. 
lovetothe Ark; fot had youaty love to it, yolt.would be 
craubled more._for: the danger the Ark is in, then for any 
outward danger whatever 2 II OO 
:4Havereada-reiarkable Rory: among 'the Romans, | that - 
when ang mah was accuſed tor his life, a} his friendsand re- 
lations put, on mourning garments; and. when he went co. 
anſwer for his life, all his Kindred and Relations followed , 
him is mouraing before the King, thereinſbewing the love. 
they bore to his perſon in danger... And-beloved, did you ' 
loyethe Miniſtry of:theGoſpe}, did you love the Qrdinans- , 


ces.of Chriſt, you would all pur on mourning, garments . - 


when they are in danger:z and becauſe you: do-nat, it isa » 
v7 < £4 4 
wecondly, *Tis:2 ſi3youhavenc. intereſt in the Goſpel. ; 
for intereſt will ſtir. up affeFjon g?tisa fign firs, you are not; . 
concerned inthe Golpel ;;for if jt were your concernment, - 
you would be atictted withit ; br. I (a1d- but even now, it 
1s 1impoſbiblethat thoſe thas avecaacernegdin,the latg lamen-. 
tabſs re: (the like, hath not happened, in London fince;the., 
gun-powder got firenea;. Tie Tower, when (o many houfes , 
were blown up by the powder ; that was a ſad, lamentable 
A _ cime 
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time indeed but fince o. ) 2 like hath not been ſeen.in 
Lmmdm:; afid it is impoſſible bue 'that-thoſe that hadintereſt 
in it, ſhon}d be affected with it : You haye no interefi-in 
God, if you-arenot troubled at. the Joſs of his, Preſence ; 
yon have no intereſt in Chriſt,andin the Miniſters of Chrift, 
if your: hearts: tremble not, - nor fear at- the toſs of them. 
Nay,let me fay, Þ 1-3 Mfr brig og; 
* Thirdly, There is a curſe of God pronounced agaiuſt 
all thoſe that lay not to heat the affiictions of F-ſeps 5 give 
me leaveto read to you e Amos 6.6. Wo to them: that.are at 
eaſe in Zion, that traſt in the Myusrein of Samaria; that put 
far from them theevil day, that liewpors beds of tvory, that eat 
the Lambs out of the flrek,,. and dance 'v0 the ſoundof the Viol, 
that drink, wine in bowls, but are not grieved for the affliction 
of Foſepb. Oh wo, moto you that make merry, and never 
conſider the danger the Ark of God isitl . . : } :; - 

Uſe 2. The ſecond Ute is, To: befeech you all, being 
this day ugexpedted, it's pollible my coming may do much 
good, it may prove a good providence : Let me beſeech 


you then, that you would.declare:that you are the people. 


of God indeedand in truth, in- following the example, of 
old Eli: Five things 1 would perſwade yours. 1, 

- - Firſt, That you would believe thitthe Goſpel is not en- 
cailed upon England; Englang hath no Letters Patents for 
che Goſpel ;: the Goſpel is noe perpetual. and immoveable ; 
God took away the Ark, and:forſook Shiloh; God: took 
away the Ark not only from the children of Iſrael, but.took 


away the Temple, unchurched the Few?, unchurched the 


ſeven Churches of Aſie; and we know not how ſoon he may 
unchuxch ns :' Ido not knoiw aniy warrant wehaveto aſſure 
our ſelves that we ſhall enjoy the Gaſpel znother hundred 
years. I ſuppoſe many here know that | have, often told 
you, God knows how to remove his Candleſtick, yet not 
to defiroy it 3 God will never deſtroy his Candleltick, his 
Church'; but Gvd often removes his Chureh from one Na- 
tion to another ; he hath removed his Church our of the 


world: 


ET 


Faſt (for Greece was Once co” a famous Church ig the 


"way 


14) | 
weed) this place now OD arch is gone from z God 
knows how to. remoye his: Candleftick, though he never 
breaks and deſtroysit, : 

Secondly, I would likewiſe perſwade you to this, That 
England; Ark is in datyger of being loſt, were it only for the 
tins and-prodigions iniquities that: we are guilty of. Oh the 
firange and unheard of ingratitude that js in the-Land ! bur 
I willfay no more of that, becanſe Lwill ſpeai nothing but 
what becomsa ſober 8 peaceable Minifter;yet I wou'd have 
you be perſwaded of the greatdanger the Ark of God is in, 
Thirdly, Oh that 1conld:-taife you up to old Ei;'s po. 
ſtare ! Remember the Texr, Heſate watching, and bis beart 
zrembled for fear of the Ark; and to-move you to this, con-= 


fider what'a fad condition we ſhould be in, ſhould the 


Ark be loſt : Alass! what good would: your Eſtates do 
you, if the Ark of God betaken away ? How can you look 
apon your wives and children with'comfort, if the Ark of | 
God be gone ? Wherein doth Engiands glory go beyond 
other Nations ? - other Nations are more wealthy than 
England; the Twrk hath more'wealth: than any Þ roteſtane 
King ; the Heathen Nations have more of the glory of the 
World , thai! any | Chriſtian King hath 5 more outward. 
pomp, and richapparel : What then is the glory of Eng- 
tang, bitt the Golpet ? Andif the GoſPel be gone, the glo- 
ry 1s gone; dirdall our comfocesnre;gone, Remember Phie 
nets Wife'; they came and told: her the had botn a'ſoh, 
butt was: no great comfort to her, ſhe regarded it-noc, 
ſhe hearkened fot anto them, but called ' his name 7chae 
bag; why ſo ? for thegloryis departed from Iſrael. Oh !) when 
the glory is gone, who would defire to live? Iamiloth to 
refl yort the ſtory that T have heard of from unqueltiona- 
ble-Authors, of Chryſoltome 3 te was but-one man, who yet 
whettorleaveConftantznople, when he was put out of his 
Place,/and banthed, the people of Conſtantingple were {0 
aftefted with Chry/oſtome, that they ali/went to the Em- 
perour , and petitioned for their Miniſter, ſaying, They 
eould 'as foon tſk the Sun ont of tae Firmanent; as 
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(13) & 
miſs Chryſofftome. But 1 will not enlarge upon theſethingg. 
Wo, wo, the ſad, lamentable; and woeful condition that 
we ſhall be in, if the Ark of, God be takens /andtherefere 
we hadneedfir trembling for feat ofthe Ark. 7 =... 
Fourchly, Another thing that I would perſwade yay- to, 
is this, Not to-mourn. immaderately neither; I-would 
willingly.ſpeak ſame.comfort to ,you,. God knows when] 
ſhall fpeak again; and therefore before Leave you, I would 
not (end you homeicomfartle(s : Mourn- net therefore. as 
without hope ; for 4 havefourarguments toperſwademe, 
that the Ark of God wiil not be loſt, though it be in dan- 
ger of being lot. TRIES rs Fey 7 
Ayg-1: The firſteneouraging argument is this, Becauſe 
God hath done great things 8}ready for this Nation, and/l 
arguelike Manog's Wiſe, Surely (faith ſhe to her Husband) 
if God would have deſtroyed #s, be would not have dne ſo much 
for us ; but God hath doneſo muck for us, that ſurely he 
wit not now forſakens ; and that. may be ſome ground 
of hope, that though our hearts dotremble,.yet let chem 
not link within us, PT In Meteo | 
Secandly, Another encouragement of hope is .from the 
abundance of praying-people in the Nation : There are 
many that pray ta God-night and day, that the Ark of God 
. may not be loſt; and let me afſyre-you gne thing this mor- 
' ning, God never diddeſtroy a praying and xeforming /peo- 
ple; when God intends to deſtroy a Nation, totake away 
its Ark, he takes away the ſpirit of prayer from that peq- 
ple; where God continues a ſpirit of prayer, there God 
vill be preſent, andchere God-will.continue his Ark; yau 
. all know.if there had been batten good men.infive.Cities, 
' God had ſpared the five Citice. for the ren mens ſakes. 
Now through mercy there are many hundreds that fear 
God in this Nation, and that do not give God reſt njghe 
. nor day, but cry to God for mercy on the Nation, and.who 
. knows bur for their. ſakes. God ' may continue che. Goſpel 
'to.Us £ ; | WEL-AT $7 NI 0 3: Re z9"7 
Thirdly, Another ground of comfort is this, .and I am 
w @C2 much 
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rgch affeRed wittiir; God hath deaſtwich-Exg/and;notby 
way of Rule-butby-way'of prerogative: For. beloved, we 
have'had Church and Sermon-f1ns"in the midſt of ns" afl 
along Queeen' Z/izabeths days , 'King fame; ; arid King 
Cha#les the firſt bis days ; we have alſo been an unthank. 
ful'Nation, and onr: Miniſters have threatned ruine and 
deftryRion uponiusfrom year to year ; but God hath hi- 
therto ſaved. Errlenrd' by way-of Perogative., though we 
bavertboſefiis among us for which hedefiroyed other Na- 
tions 5yet God hath ſpared/us, becauſe he will fpare us, 
according tothat Text, I w3/l be gracions to whom I will be 
gracious: God is not tyed co higown Rule, God may make 
an'2xemptisn: 5' and 'who-:knows: wherher. God may 
not* make'- Englena' an"exemption 'from his Tommon 


- v» 
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- Fourthly,Another ground of comfort is this, God: is 

- How.'a pouring out his'Vials upon Antichriſt, and all thoſe 
'Wars thit are-in:Chriſtendom-, ſhall endin the ruine-of 
Antichriſt: Obſerve this, and carry it home with: yori. 
Tfay,God is poutirig out his Vialsupon the Throne of the 
Beaſt,and all thoſe Wars that arein Chriſtendom,ſhall en 
-in the ruine:and deftru&ion of Antichriſt; both: Eaſtern 
-and Weſtern Antichriſt; and though ſome drops -of thoſe 
' Vials\may *drop- upon ' the Reformed” Churches-,-' and 
"they may fmart for- a 'while:, God 'may- ſeverely-puniſh 
them; yeritis but for alitele while, but the Vials ſhall 
-alÞ be Poured'npon Antichrift ,' there ſhall itreft/ there 
:#thallitcentre ; indeed the-Lord 'may- chaſtife his people, 
'#nd ſcourge all the Reformed'Churches before the 'Vials be 
aff 'poutred ove 3 Tay; God may frowurpe all the Reforined 
Churches , and aſound of perfeeution may go through 
them-a 1; which are called drops of choſe Vials 3-but the 
"Vialsar ec intended for Antichriſt, ad ſhall all end+in' the 
_raitie of Ancichrift, and inthe” fall! of * Baby , which is 
cround of great conſolation to the people of God 3 ard 
:-whatſoever becomes of ns, yet our.Children, and our-chil- 


gd drens 
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LES. 
drens children ſhall ſee US2k of thoſe Vials poured out 
at laft upon the Whore of Babylon, to: the raine-of Anti- 
chriſt and. all his alherents, bs 

Fifth'y and laftly, tro draw to a concluſion; Tam-to ex» 
hortyou all ro contribute your utmoſt endeavours rokgep 


_ the Ark of God irom-being lefr. Now here I ſhould ſhew 


you what the Magiſtrates muſt doto keepthe Ark from be- 
ing carried into captivity,and what the Miniſters muſt do, 


» and what the people ſhould do, 


Firſt, What che Magiſtrates are to do 4 and not being to 
ſpeak co them, 1 ſhall ſpeak little of chem. The Magiſtrates 
are to uletheir Authority fot the ſetling of the Ark: for the 
Ark of the Covenant will be like Neabs Ark, alwaysfloat- 


 ing-upon the top of the waters,till che Mapiftrates that are 


ſet over it, will endeavourto ſettle it. Thus we read of 
David, 2 Sam. 6. David and all his men were gathered 
together, thirty thouſand men, all his Noble men went in 
great pomp to the fetching home of the Ark; you may read 
the Chapter at your leiſure. Andin 2Chrox; 2,5. there 


© © you find So/»yy0u and all his Nobles with a great deal of 


— 


pomp fetching home the.ark. Oh how. ſhould this encou= 
rage our Nobles and our Vag!i rates, that they might be 
ſolicitous in ſetling the ark of . od. - Give me leave to fay 
thus mach co Majeſtrates ' you muſt nordo asthe Philiftines 
did, . they had che ark, bur what did they do with it? why 
they ſet it up in the houſe of Dayor.; but Dagox and theark 
will neveragree zalways. when Dagos and the falſe Religi- 
ongoes in at one door, the Ark and thetrue-Religion goes 
out at the other door. We multinat therefore- put.the 


, 


Ark, and Dages together. 
 Secoudly, What muftthe Miniſters do to keep: theark 


from being loſt ? why. the Miniſters that, bear-the-ark mult 


be holy , the ark will never proſper under the ſhoulders of 
Hephnt and -Phineas ;. carry that.homewithyou : it-is not 
your wicked Minifters that can ſercle . the: ark ;"ic- is. not 
your 
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your prophane,drunken Miniſters; no,it muſt be the godly; 
ſober, pious and Religions Miniſters, How holy ought they 
_ - 2: ro be that drew near to the God*of hoitnefs?, So much for 
8d - che DurpofiMinifters!? OT OHH | 
© 22:8 Thirdly, What muſt the people of God do 5 why there 
are four things to commend ro you, and I will commend 
you to:God. 1.D0o not idolize the Ark, '2. Do not under- 
value the Ark. 3. Do not pry into the Ark. 4. Do not 
meddle with the Ark unleſs you have a call. '5. Keep rhe * 
Covenant of of the Ark, Briefly of theſe,and I have done, 


i.:Donot idolize the Ark3that was the fin of the prople 
in the-Fexc, they thought the very preſence of the rk 
wouldtave ſecured them; and therefore they carried the 
ark into the camp”; though they did not repent and re- 
f form, yet they thought if the ark werein the Camp, they 
£ were ſecure ; and thus many think, if they can gera'good 
'F | Miniſter, certainly God will bleſs them,though they chem- 


I | ſelves 'be never ſo wicked, This is to idolize the ark; 
#7 there is nothing that will fecure a Nation, but repentance . 
r: andreformation,tisnotthe haying the Goſpel, butthe * Þ} 
8 living anſwerable to the Goſpel, that will ſecure the-Goſ- 
\ pel. Take heed cherefore of idolizing the ark. © 
| Secondly, We muſt not underyatue.the ark,this was Mz l 
eo | ohael her fin;Daviddanced before the ark;8 Michal mock- 
y. ed /him;bue ſaid Daviazir is before the Lord;if this be to be | 
'& vile, I will be more vileſtill-There are ſome men begin to ; 
« ſay, what need weave any Preaching,will notreading of _ y 
22 prayers ſerve the'turn?whar need we preach}, ſay others, j 
L | what need is there of ſo rmch preaching ? will not once'a / 
day ſerve?what needs all this ?Oh!but firs.,this is to under- | 
{4 value theark;and the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt. muſt ſay, 
; El if this be to be vile to preach twice aday, to faſt, and ; 
; pray for the fafery of a Nation, we will be more .vite | 
\þ Ws” Thirdly, we muſt not pry into the ark; this was the fin } 
8 of the Bethſhemites , God deſtroyed 5095s, of _ for | 
7 | c Ox- ; 
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looking into the ark: You muft not be-turious in-prying 


intowhatGod hath not revealed: There are great thoughts 
of heare when God intends to deliver his people; giveme 
leave to ſpeak plainly to you: There are-many that talk 
of 1666 they think the year of defiveranee ſhall be that 
year when Antichriſt ſhall be deſtroyed; and there'is a 
Book printed to prove thar Antichriſt ſhall be deſtroyed 
in 1666, and there are ſtrong imprefſions upon the hearts 
>of many learned.men as to the year 1666. ſome £0 to the 
year 1669. for the ruin of Antiehriſt; ſome pitch upon a 
eime that's nearer, which I am loath to-name to you : Bur 
truly my Brethren, if you would have my judgement (and 
lam glad of this opportunity to tell you ſo rhis morning) 
' This is to pry t00 much into the ark: Remember rhar Trxr, 
andlive b We LE for you to know times and ſeaſans, you 
muſt not ſay. /xch and ſach a year ; for when that year is 
come, you find you are deceiv'd,'tis the way to make you 
etheifts.to believe nothing ; Certainly thoſe 245*ifers do 
-no food eo the Church, that preſcribe ene; and /eaſo>3,for 
when thoſe feaſons are come, and we find our ſelves -diſap- 
pointed, after that we will believe the Miniſter no mpre. 
Givemeleaveto tell you a ſtory, ih the year one thouſand 
(which I bave from ancient Auchors) wherein it was be- 
'lieved ehroughour all the Chriſtian world, that theday of 
udgemwent ſhould begin, and great humiliations and re- 
pentance was inal[l Chriſt an Churches bat when they aw 
the year end, andthe day of Judgement happened not, they 
all fell to their old profeſſions, and afterward would be- 
lieve nothing- 'Tis more dangerous then yon imagine, for 
men to pitch on times and ſeaſons, Gods time is the beſt 
time, and he that delievech, maketh not haſt : We mult nst 
pry too much into theArk, left che puniſhmeut of the Berh- 
ſeemites be our portion. | 
Fortyly, You muſt not meddle with the Ark, unleſs cal- 
led to it 3 this was the fin of Vzz4h, be touched the Ark, 
(you know the ſtory.) the Ark, was in danger of falling ; 
he ( good man ) meaning no burt, to keep upthe Ark, ” 
rOuc 
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(20 
touch the Ark, butit _ did him good or the Ark for 
he was deſtroyed. himfelf, making breach, and hindering 
che carrying home of the Ark. We have had great diſor- 
der heretofore,and God is now puniſhingus for that difor- 
der ; There was abundance of weli-meaning men that 
uſurped the Miniſterial Office ; and (for ſooth) they were 
afraid che Ark was falling, and they laid to their ſhoulders; 
bur their touching the Ark, undid the Ark, and themſelves 
too, aud brought a ſcandal on che Goſpel. If you would 
have the Goſpel, ſettled remeber, They that be Conſecrated” 
muſt touch the Ark. | | 
Fifthly and Laſtly ,if ever you will preſerve the ark keep 

the Laws. chat the ark preſerves 3 for in theark were the 
firſt and ſecond Table of the Law ; now theſe two Tables, 
the firſt and ſecond Tableof the Law you muſt keep ; keep 
the Law, and God will keep the ark; butif you breakthe 
] aw, you forfeit the ark. The ark is called the 4rk, of the 
Covenant ; keep the Covenant with God, and God will 
preſerveyourark; bur if you break, your Covenant mail. 
with God in your Baptiſm, and the Coyenant renewed' at 
the Sacrament z if you break, this Covenant , God witt. 
break. theark and you. | 
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And thus (Beloved) have adventured out of chat great 
affeRion I bear to you, to give you this morning this diſ- 
courſe, The Lord give ableſling to what hath been ſpoken. 
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